
THE inaugural meeting of 
the Bondi Survivor Advisory 
Committee (BSAC) was held in 
mid-September.

It drew together survivor 
representatives from across the 
Israeli, Russian-speaking, young 
adult, family and broader Sydney 
Jewish communities.

Established by the NSW 
Jewish Board of Deputies (JBD), 
it was formed to ensure that deci-
sions affecting those impacted 
by the Bondi Chanukah terror 
attack are informed by the lived 
experiences of survivors.

The aim is to provide a forum 
by which survivors can share per-
spectives, identify priorities and 
contribute to support, advocacy  
and recovery efforts.

A key message from the first 
meeting was that survivors want 
a meaningful and strong role in 
decisions that affect them.

Practical priorities were dis-
cussed, including improving 
access to mental health support, 
particularly for children and fam-
ilies.

As was reforming recognition 
and compensation frameworks to 
better reflect survivors’ experi-
ences.

The meeting also discussed 
how to ensure that those directly 
affected are appropriately recog-
nised and included in commem-
orative and memorial activities.

Survivors are encouraged to reach 
out at any time for assistance, 

support, or guidance. 
For more information,  

email ceo@nswjbd.org.au

JNF NSW recently hosted 
Entebbe mission veteran Rami 
Sherman at an event for its 50 
Families Project, during his visit 
to Australia to mark 50 years since 
the mission.

The 50 Families Project brings 
together around 50 NSW families 
each year to collectively fundraise 
for one project in Israel, with 25 
per cent of donations matched by 
KKL-JNF. Projects may include 
physical infrastructure, commu-
nity spaces or programs, depend-
ing on where the need is greatest.

This year, the project is support-
ing a community therapeutic yurt 
at Kibbutz Nir Am in the Sha’ar 
HaNegev Regional Council. The 
kibbutz, located 1km from the 
Gaza border, was devastated in 
the October 7 attack. The yurt 
will provide emotional support, 

counselling, resilience workshops 
and wellbeing programs for the 
community.

The initiative launched in 2025 
and supported two projects in its 
inaugural year: the Therapeutic 
Nature Centre at Kibbutz Ein 
HaShlosha, and trauma therapy 
for children, parents and educa-
tors in the Mateh Asher Regional 
Council.

JNF NSW 50 Families Project 
founder Andrew Whitton said the 
project was built around “three 
ideas: giving back, resilience and 
legacy”.

“The idea was to bring together 
a group of families who wanted to 
give back to Israel in a way that 
was collective, tangible and endur-
ing. Rather than simply making a 
donation and moving on, I wanted 
families to feel that they were part 
of actually creating something,” 
he said.

“Nir Am really embodies what 
this project is about. It is a com-
munity very close to the Gaza 
border that has lived through an 
extraordinary period of trauma 
since October 7. But what struck 

me was that this is not simply 
a community trying to survive. 
It is a community determined to 
rebuild, reconnect and create a 
future.”

Whitton said the initiative 

would fund a new project each 
year.

“The 50 Families Project 
is not intended to be a one-off 
fundraising campaign. Over time, 
I would love to be able to look 
across Israel and see a series of 
projects that these Australian fam-
ilies have helped make possible, 
together,” he said.

“I want our children to under-
stand that being part of the Jewish 
community is not simply about 
what we inherit from the gener-
ations before us; it is also about 
what we contribute and what we 
leave behind for the generations 
that follow.”

Following the event, Whitton 
said: “It’s a pleasure to partner 
with JNF to deliver impact on the 
ground in Israel. We welcome more 
NSW families to join this project 
and look forward to building mean-
ingful infrastructure in Israel.”

Andrew Whitton speaking at the JNF 50 Families Project Entebbe event. 
� Photo: Supplied
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ELIGIBLE children and young 
people (18 and under) impacted by 
the Bondi Beach attack can now 
have the cost of positive social, 
recreational and sporting activities 
reimbursed.

It is part of the Bondi Children’s 
Grant that was jointly launched 
earlier this year by JewishCare and 
Jewish House, with the support of 
the Department of Home Affairs, 
to aid reconnection with com-
munity, which is so important for 
children directly impacted.

It includes any child who was 
in Archer Park or the immediate 
surrounds during the attack, or 
any child whose family members 
are primary victims of the attack.

The reimbursements for this 
recently introduced category now 
also include covering the cost of 
overnight or multi-day camps.

Recreational family activities 

can be things like visits to muse-
ums, amusement parks and zoos, 
shows and festivals.

Also claimable are out-of-school 
activities like sport club member-
ships, art classes and fitness ses-
sions or classes.

Travel, transport and food and 
refreshments are not included.

All receipts should be kept, and 
conditions apply.

The maximum claimable 
amount for reimbursement is 
$1000 per child.

The activities need to take place 
from October 2026 to the end of 
January 2027.

The Bondi Children’s Grant is 
a component of the broader Bondi 
Grant program.

That program spans financial 
reimbursement – including for 
counselling sessions and for essen-
tial support needs – for victims of 
the attack and their families and 
witnesses, through to community 
members experiencing trauma as an 
indirect result of the Bondi attack.

To learn more about the Bondi 
Children’s Grant and broader Bondi 
Grant programs, and how to apply, 

visit jewishcare.com.au/bondi-
grant or call 1300 133 660, or go to 

jewishhouse.org.au/bondi-grant 
 or call 9386 0770.

The Bondi Children’s Grant program 
offers fee reimbursement support 
for positive social, recreational and 
sporting activities for eligible people 
aged 18 and under.
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JNF 50 FAMILIES PROJECT

Funding for healing space near Gaza border
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Around the community

Did you know... My FREE personalised service will find  
you the Lowest Price Guaranteed on your NEW CAR...

161 Military Road, Dover Heights (corner Blake Street) | sol@carfindsolutions.com.au | www.carfindsolutions.com.au
OR I’LL GIVE YOU $100 CASH BACK!

Lic.No. MD30346

Call 0414 74 74 88

Sol Silver 
says...

Why not “SUPPORT YOUR OWNSUPPORT YOUR OWN” and use me as
YOUR MOTORCAR BROKER?

22 successful years sourcing both NEW & USED cars 
and/or sell your trade-in or spare car on your behalf

I’M DEFINITELY WORTH CONTACTING
to see how I can help you!
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